United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/713,907 



03/06/2002 



7590 



07/08/2004 



JERRY L. WEBB, JR. 
205 BUSTER MYERS ROAD 
LOUISVILLE, MS 39339 



Jerry Lamar Webb 



9080 



EXAMINER 



BLANKENSHIP, GREGORY A 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3612 



DATE MAILED: 07/08/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/713,907 


Applicant(s) 

WEBB, JERRY LAMAR 


Examiner 

Greg Blankenship 


Art Unit 

3612 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MO NTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application^ become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) Ex] Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 1^ Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)K The drawing(s) filed on 16 March 2004 is/are: a)D accepted or b)[X] objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every feature 
of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "truck's bed", "gasket", "battery", "switch- 
controlled light", "dual removable tool trays", and "truck's wheel housings" must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim (s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 

action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 

i 

abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 U.S.C. 
112, second paragraph. 

The claim (s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or operational 
language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly and positively specified. 
The structure must be organized and correlated in such a manner as to present a complete operative 
device. The claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the 
patent(s) cited. 

Claims 1, 2, and 4 are written as multiple sentences, which make it difficult to understand the 
claim since each sentence could be intended as a separate limitation or a limitation in 
addition to those in the other sentences. 

Dependent claims, claims 2-8, should start with "The truck storage trunk for a truck type 
vehicle according to claim 1 comprising" followed by the intended limitation. 
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Claim 3 is not clearly understood since "said truck storage trunk lid" has not been properly 
introduced in either claim 3, or in claim 1 from which it depends. It is not clear if applicant 
intends for this to be any lid or one of the "dual trunk lids" claimed in claim 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Block et al. 
(6,234,559). 

Block et al. disclose a truck storage trunk (106) that extends from the front of the truck bed 
(110) to the center of the truck bed (110). The storage trunk (106) extends transversely such 
that its edges are flush with the outer wall of the truck bed (110). The trunk (106) is 
accessible from the sides of the truck bed using lids (156a,156b). Both lids (156a,156b) have 
locking mechanisms (400). A gasket (226) seals the trunk (106) when the lids (156) are 
closed. 

5. Claims 1, 3, 6, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Page 
(4,543,798). 

Page discloses a truck storage trunk (10) that extends from the front of the truck bed to the 
center of the truck bed. The side edges of the storage trunk (10) are flush with the outer 
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walls of the truck bed. A seal (64) is placed between the trunk lids (50,52) and the rest of the 
storage trunk (10). A removable panel (92) divides the storage trunk into two halves. 

6. Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Niemi et al. 
(5,685,467). 

Niemi et al. disclose truck storage trunk (10) that extends from the front of the truck bed to 
the center of the truck bed. The trunk (10) has side edges that are flush with the sidewalls of 
the truck bed. More than one removable tray (118) can be located directly above the truck's 
wheel housing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

8. Claims 1, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Block et al. 
(6,234,559) in view of Striebel et al. (6,676,278). 

Block et al does not disclose the lighting system as claimed. 

Striebel et al. teach the addition of a solar-charged battery powered light source (10) to the 
interior of a truck tool compartment. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to add a lighting system as taught by Striebel et al. to the storage trunk of Block et al. 
to enhance visibility within the storage trunk. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Greg Blankenship whose telephone number is (703) 305-0223. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

or: 



(703) 746-3511, (for informal or draft communications, please clearly label "FOR 
DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY", "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 



gab 

June 24, 2004 




